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Ya yah... I've been posting too much news these days...

By Stan Beer  
Monday, 27 November 2006
The buzz that is starting to build around one of Apple's most anticipated pieces of vaporware resembles the atmosphere at a rock concert before the big act appears. It is now at the stage where if Apple doesn't unveil an iPhone on or before MacWorld Expo 2007 next January, fans will tear the house down. Microsoft's Zune marketing team must be shaking their heads in wonder.
Apple has spent exactly nothing on promoting or pre-marketing a product that the company has never acknowledged but somehow everyone knows is on the verge being announced. There have been leaks from unnamed sources of course.

There was the tale of an order being placed for 12 million iPhones to be made by Taiwanese iPod manufacturer Foxconn. There were reports of registration of the iPhone name by Apple (which doesn't prove anything really). However, in stark contrast to the controlled drip-fed deliberate leaks that Microsoft is famous for, Apple has maintained an almost perfect veil of secrecy. The effect on the market has been stunning.

By the time the Zune player was finally unveiled, practically everybody knew what it looked like, how it would work and what would be its key features. Microsoft must have spent a fortune on the pre-launch publicity. The release itself was practically an anti-climax, as has been the subsequent reception by the market.

One could argue that Microsoft was nothing in the music player business so the company needed to throw big bucks at getting the Zune name into the market. However, one could also justifiably say that Apple is nothing in the mobile phones business. When one thinks of mobile phones, one thinks of Nokia or Motorola but certainly not Apple.

Yet, such is the power of Apple's image making wizardry that somehow consumers believe that the company will be able to do what no other company has managed to do thus far. They believe that Apple will be able to successfully combine the best features of an iPod music player with a stylish and workable mobile phone.

Somehow Apple has managed to convince the public of this without spending one cent on overt marketing and even admitting that it is going into the cellphone business. That in itself could be the subject of a market post-graduate thesis.

For Apple, the stakes are enormous. Some analysts have postulated that releasing an iPhone may simply cannibalize Apple's existing iPod business. However, if Apple can break into the mobile phones business, it could greatly increase the market reach of iPod.

The way mobile phones are bought through carriers for nothing up front, later to be discarded for a newer model, could well increase the turnover rate of iPods as well as putting them into the hands of cellphone users who would otherwise never have considered an iPod.

A word of caution, however, to those who may be bedazzled by the Apple mystique or blinded by the notion that Apple can do no wrong. Apple and Steve Jobs have got it wrong before - as those who remember the Newton and Lisa well know.

However, the latest incarnation of Jobs and co has not had a misstep in recent years. The world is waiting to see if the iPhone is the latest in a string of triumphs or proof that Apple has just been experiencing a long summer.
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Azmeeta said…



wow!!! Is it me who have not been visiting ur blog or is it u who have been posting a lot.....??? 

Really, ur blog looks sooo....managed and informative.





2:30 PM



















Post a Comment








Popular posts from this blog





Old Photos




-







December 17, 2006














The oldest known color photograph: 1872      Before the Autochrome process was perfected in France, this photograph of a landscape   in Southern France was taken. No, it is not hand-tinted. This is a color-photograph.   (Note: It was published in a Time/Life Book entitled "Color" in 1972, "courtesey of   George Eastman House, Paulus Lesser.") You are looking at the birth of color   photography seven years after the American Civil War. 130 years ago this view of   Angouleme, France, was created by a "subtractive" method. This is the basis for all   color photography, even today. It was taken by Louis Ducos du Hauron who proposed the   method in 1869. It was not until the 1930's that this method was perfected for   commercial use.  Color Photos from the Russian Empire    Monastery from the Solarium  Color film was non-existent in 1909 Russia, yet in that year a photographer named   Sergei Mikhailovich Prokudin-Gorskii embarked on a photographic survey of
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This is how you loop through the Key Value pairs in a Hashmap Iterator  iter = values.keySet().iterator();           while (iter.hasNext()) {       String key = iter.next();       String value = values.get(key);       System.out.println("Key ="+key+"\n Value"+value)      } Here, I have implicitly assumed that values is a HashMap  but as you know it can be of any Object that you like. I just used it for string and felt it might be a good example if someone is looking for it
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How to make your window Full Screen in gnome?
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I have often had this problem of getting quite seriously distracted while coding and I always like to use as much screen real state to work on but then again, there are other applications that need it too and it can be a lot of distraction with gmail messages popping up and all sorts of nasty stuff happening. One option is to just go into some other desktop manager but I kind of like solving the problems at hand and gnome does provide me with some really good features that I've become used to. I started wondering if I could make eclipse full screen so that I can just focus on the code and hopefully nothing else.   Then I came across this useful link http://www.enigmacurry.com/2007/02/17/gnome-kiosk-mode-make-any-app-fullscreen supposed to be a rant about the feature gnome lacked but updated to add this instruction. There is a nice feature that lets users set keybindings. Here are the steps: 1. Open gconf-editor using the trusty old Alt-F2 combination Now go to /apps/metacity/window
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